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THE COURSE 
The object of study in this course is writing by writers with some significant Missouri 
connection, from being born and raised here to having passed through for a few years. We will 
read their work in itself and for what it can tell us about Missouri. Work will include reading 
journals, a final paper, and for students in Honors, a recorded public lecture. 

 
THE TEXTS 
William Wells Brown, Clotel: or, The President’s Daughter 
Jack Conroy, The Disinherited 
Ntozake Shange, Betsey Brown 
Mark Twain, Pudd’nhead Wilson: And, Those Extraordinary Twins 
John Williams, Stoner 
Daniel Woodrell, Winter’s Bone 
 
All books are available through the bookstore; other reading will be available on Canvas. 
 
 
COURSEWORK 
 
In Class 
You will come to or Zoom meetings having read the work assigned for that day. Whether we are 
reading a purchased book or texts on Canvas, you must have that text available to consult, or 
you’ll have a hard time contributing to discussion, and it’s a discussion class. 
  
Reading + 
You will have to read a fair amount of material in this class, and it is important that you keep up. 
If you do not think you will be able to do so, consider another class. Also, the material we cover 
will sometimes be of a sensitive nature; I will try to warn you if there is sensitive material 
coming, but there is a fair amount of it and it is part of what we’re studying.  
 
Journals 
You are responsible for keeping reading journals, one entry per class meeting, that you will 
submit through Canvas for every class meeting. Journals will be graded based on the effort you 
put into reflecting on the material for that day’s meeting, in any way you wish (substantive—
critical, creative, just not summary!). If I get the sense from the quality of discussion and of the 
journals that people are not keeping up, the journals will be augmented with quizzes, which 
nobody wants. 
 
 



Essay 
You will write and revise a term paper on Missouri writers (final version minimum ten pages). 
You will also be required to write a one-page proposal, with secondary sources. Essays should be 
written (typed, of course) using MLA style according to the latest edition of the MLA Handbook 
for Writers of Research Papers. (Also see Purdue Online Writing Lab: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/.)  
 
Honors: Public Lecture 
You will be responsible for researching, writing, and delivering your own public lecture about a 
Missouri writer of your choice (other than the ones we are reading this semester) in the context 
of Missouri's history. Your talk will be submitted as Zoom recordings, and if there's enthusiasm 
among the honors students for making these talks public, we will work out a way to host them on 
a website. 
 
Office Hours  
I am available for one-on-one meetings with students during my Zoom office hours (F 3-4) and 
by appointment. If you have any questions concerning the reading or what we cover in class, 
please do not hesitate to come to my hours or to email me. 
 
Grade  
Out of 200 points: Your grade for the course will reflect effort, including participation in class 
discussion (30 points), reading journals (70 points), paper proposal (20 points), final paper (80 
points) [Honors: public lecture (30 points)/final paper (50 points)], using this scale: 
 
Letter Grade    Percentage 
A     94 – 100% 
A-     90 – 93% 
B+     87 – 89% 
B     84 – 86% 
B-     80 – 83% 
C+     77 – 79% 
C     74 – 76% 
C-     70 – 72% 
D+     67 – 79% 
D     64 – 66% 
D-     60 – 63% 
F      0 – 59% 
  

POLICIES & PROCEDURES 

Academic Integrity Academic integrity is fundamental to the activities and principles of a 
university. All members of the academic community must be confident that each person's work 
has been responsibly and honorably acquired, developed, and presented. Any effort to gain an 
advantage not given to all students is dishonest whether or not the effort is successful. The 
academic community regards breaches of the academic integrity rules as extremely serious 
matters. Sanctions for such a breach may include academic sanctions from the instructor, 



including failing the course for any violation, to disciplinary sanctions ranging from probation to 
expulsion. When in doubt about plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, collaboration, or any other 
form of cheating, consult the course instructor. 

Students with Disabilities If you anticipate barriers related to the format or requirements of this 
course, or if you have emergency medical information to share with me, please let me know as 
soon as possible. If disability related accommodations are necessary (for example, a note taker, 
extended time on exams, captioning), please establish an accommodation plan with the MU 
Disability Center, S5 Memorial Union, 573-882-4696, and then notify me of your eligibility for 
reasonable accommodations.  For other MU resources for persons with disabilities, click on 
"Disability Resources" on the MU homepage. 

Intellectual Diversity The University welcomes intellectual diversity and respects student 
rights. Students who have questions or concerns regarding the atmosphere in this class (including 
respect for diverse opinions) may contact the departmental chair or divisional director; the 
director of the Office of Students Rights and Responsibilities; the MU Equity Office, or 
equity@missouri.edu. All students will have the opportunity to submit an anonymous evaluation 
of the instructor at the end of the course. 

Executive Order No. 38 University of Missouri System Executive Order No. 38 lays out 
principles regarding the sanctity of classroom discussions at the university. The policy is 
described fully in section 200.015 of the Collected Rules and Regulations. In this class, students 
may not make audio or video recordings of course activity, except students permitted to record as 
an accommodation under section 240.040 of the Collected Rules. All other students who record 
and/or distribute audio or video recordings of class activity are subject to discipline in 
accordance with provisions of section 200.020 of the Collected Rules and Regulations of the 
University of Missouri pertaining to student conduct matters. Those students who are permitted 
to record are not permitted to redistribute audio or video recordings of statements or comments 
from the course to individuals who are not students in the course without the express permission 
of the faculty member and of any students who are recorded. Students found to have violated this 
policy are subject to discipline in accordance with provisions of section 200.020 of the Collected 
Rules and Regulations of the University of Missouri pertaining to student conduct matters. 

Technology This class is fully online and minimal technical skills such as using Canvas, 
attaching documents, and using Word are necessary for succeeding in the course. In addition, 
reliable access to Internet and a computer are necessary. 

• Complete technical specifications including recommended and minimum hardware and 
browser information can be found here: https://doit.missouri.edu/new-students/already-
have-a-laptop/. 

• For class meetings and office hours, we will use Zoom.  
o To fully participate in a Zoom session, headphones or earbuds with microphone 

are recommended for improved audio quality. A webcam is necessary for video. 
Many laptops already have built-in webcams so make sure you check before 
purchasing a webcam. Even if your laptop does have a built-in microphone you 
may still wish to purchase a headset. 



o For guidelines on using Zoom, please visit the Zoom Quick Start Guide (Links to 
an external site.) and Zoom Tutorial (Links to an external site.)  

Resources 

Library Access to the library will be critical to your academic success. You may access the 
University of Missouri Library Distance Education Support Service page at: 
https://libraryguides.missouri.edu/c.php?g=28269&p=174059 (Links to an external site.)  Please 
note that many of our library resources (databases, journals) are online, and the library will make 
a scan of an article for you if it is in our collection but not online. In addition, a generous service 
that I have successfully used, they will send books to you by mail at your request! See the link 
above for help. 

Writing Center—Tutoring and writing assistance You are entitled to the services of MU’s 
Writing Center. Even if you are an experienced writer, an extra set of eyes on your paper helps. 
If you’re on campus, feel free to make an appointment or use the walk-in hours to meet with one 
of their highly-trained tutors in person. Otherwise, you can use the Online Writery service, which 
allows you to submit a draft of a paper and get feedback usually in 24 hours. Visit their website 
for more information: https://writingcenter.missouri.edu/ (Links to an external site.) 

Technical support MU Division of Information Technology (DoIT): If you are having any 
technical difficulties (e.g., logging in, accessing the discussion board) please email 
helpdesk@missouri.eduor contact the DoIT Help Desk at 573-882-5000 (for out-of-area 
MizzouOnline students, toll-free at 866-241-5619). 

Canvas also provides phone and chat support for students 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  You 
can find contact information in the course site under the Help link in the Canvas global 
navigation (the menu on the far-left side of the course) or right here: Canvas Support: (855) 981-
6196, or https://cases.canvaslms.com/liveagentchat?chattype=student  

 

SCHEDULE 
(note: Ch. 1-4 means read Ch. 1 through 4) 
 
Week 1: The Show Me State 
Jan 19  Introduction to course 
Jan 21   E. B. Branson and W. D. Keller, “The Geology of Missouri”; H. M 

Brackenridge, “Journey Up the Missouri”; B. J. McMahon, “Humane and 
Considerate Attention: Indian Removal from Missouri”; Josephine Johnson, “The 
Long Drouth”; Walter Williams, “The State of Missouri”; Valerie Battle Kienzle 
& SHSMO, “Introduction,” Columbia; Matt Patston, “A Fresh Memory of Sharp 
End,” Como Magazine; Walter Johnson, “Prologue: Mapping the Loss,” The 
Broken Heart of America: St. Louis and the Violent History of the United States 

 
 
 



Weeks 2 & 3: Antebellum Missouri 
Jan 26  William Wells Brown, Clotel: or, The President’s Daughter, Preface, “Narrative  

of the Life of William Wells Brown,” Ch. I-II 
Jan 28   Clotel Ch. III-X 
 
Feb 2  Clotel Ch. XI-XXI 
Feb 4  Clotel Ch. XXII-XXIX 
 
Weeks 4 & 5: Twain’s Missouri 
Feb 9  Mark Twain, Pudd’nhead Wilson: And, Those Extraordinary Twins Ch. 1-8 
Feb 11  Pudd’nhead Ch. 9-17 
 
Feb 16  Pudd’nhead Ch. 18-Conclusion 
Feb 18  Mark Twain, “King Leopold’s Soliloquy,” “The Lowest Animal,” “The War  

Prayer” 
 
Week 6: Modernist Missouri 
Feb 23 T. S. Eliot, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock,” “Preludes”; Marianne Moore, 

“Poetry” 
Feb 25  Langston Hughes, “I, Too,” “Song for a Dark Girl,” “I Remember the Blues”; 

Sterling A. Brown, “He Was a Man,” “Break of Day” 
 
 
Weeks 7 & 8: Workers’ Missouri 
Mar 2  Jack Conroy, The Disinherited Pt. 1 
Mar 4   Disinherited Pt. 2, Ch. I-VI 
 
Mar 9  Disinherited Pt. 2, Ch. VII-XI  
Mar 11  Disinherited Pt. 3, Ch. I-VII 
   
Week 9: Missouri Fictions 
Mar 16  Kate Chopin, “Elizabeth Stock’s One Story” 
  Paper proposals due 
Mar 18  William Gass, “In the Heart of the Heart of the Country”  
 
Week 10: In and Out of Missouri: Poetry, Comedy, Memoir 
Mar 23  Melvin B. Tolson, “Rendezvous with America”; Albert Edmond Trombley,  

“Little Dixie”; Maya Angelou, Ch. 9-10, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings  
Mar 25   Dick Gregory, Ch. I, N****r, standup; Calvin Trillin, “No!”; Naomi Shihab Nye,  

To “Jamayla Bolden of Ferguson, Missouri,” “Big Bend National Park Says No to  
All Walls”  

 
Spring break 
Mar 27 - Apr 4    
 
 



Weeks 11 & 12: Missouri’s University 
Apr 6  John Williams, Stoner Ch. I-IV 
Apr 8  Stoner Ch. V-IX 
 
Apr 13  Stoner Ch, X-XIII 
Apr 15  Stoner XIV-XVII 
 
Week 13: Missouri After Mid-Century  
Apr 20  Ntozake Shange, Betsey Brown Ch. 1-7 
Apr 22  Betsey Brown Ch. 8-14 
 
Weeks 14 & 15: Missouri in Winter 
Apr 27 Daniel Woodrell, Winter’s Bone pp. 3-57 
Apr 29  Winter’s Bone pp. 58-99 
 
May 4  Winter’s Bone pp. 100-150 
May 6  Winter’s Bone pp. 151-193 
 
May 13 Papers due 


